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AMERICAN LIBRARY. ASSOCIATION 
Hot Springs Conference 


The forty-fifth annual meeting of the 
American Library Association, held in Hot 
Springs, Ark., the last week in April, was 
characterized by the atmosphere of friend- 
liness and hospitality, for which the South 
is noted. The social events were a recep— 
tion and dance the first evening and a bar 
becue and drive one afternoon. The music 
furnished by the Negro choir of one of the 
local churches was the most enjoyable fea— 
ture of the barbecue. While the registration 
reached nearly 1,000, it was still possible to 
enjoy the informal personal conferences in 
the spacious lobby and porches of the head- 
quarters hotel, where most of the delegates 
foregathered. 


The general theme of the conference was 
Library Extension, and the first general 


session was devoted to Library Extension 
in the South, with an address by J. J. Tigert, 
United States Commissioner of Education. 
That the South is making great strides in 
library extension was evidenced by the fine 
group of progressive librarians present and 
the large attendance of enthusiastic trustees. 
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A joint session with the School Libraries 
Section was devoted to School Library 
Extension, with a symposium of various 
types of school libraries from the element— 
ary to the college and university, and an 
address by Joy E. Morgan, of the National 
Educational Association on the School! 
Library Movement, in which he gave a com— 
prehensive survey of our whole system of 
education, of which universal free library 
service is the cap-sheaf. He also empha-— 
sized the need of a department of education 


in the United States government which 
should include an _ effective bureau of 
libraries. 


On Wednesday, there was a joint session 
with the League of Library Commissions 
and Trustees Section, when the president, 
Mr. George P. Utley, gave his address on the 
Expanding Responsibilities of the American 
Library Association. He said that as long 
as only 50 per cent of our population has 
access to a publicly owned book, the broad 
problem of Library Extension will continue 
to be the pressing issue before librarians. 
He urged the importance of pushing Library 
Extension energetically while we have the 
ex-service man as an ally, the need of moré 
opportunities for training library leaders 
and outlined plans for celebrating the fiftieth 
anniversary of the founding of the associa— 
tion in 1926. Alvin M. Owsley, National 
Commander of the American Legion, gave 
an inspiring address at this meeting. 


One session devoted to reports and 
revision of the constitution was relieved by 
a charming humorous paper by Miss Nellie 
E. Parham, of Bloomington, II1., entitled “As © 
others see us.” Rural Library Extension, 
with emphasis on the County Library, was 
the subject of the final session. This sub— 
ject was further discussed from various 
angles in the County Libraries Round Table 
and by the League of Library Commissions. 
The County Library exhibit was an impor- 
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tant feature of the conference, and the work 
of Hennepin county and the Hibbing bus 
was well represented. 


The section meetings offered a wealth of 
splendid papers and live discussion, the only 
difficulty being the usual over-lapping of 
interests so that it was difficult to choose 
the program of most value. 


A Readers’ Round Table was a new fea— 
ture this year, and the Lending Section and 
Childrens’ Librarians Sections attracted 
large audiences. The most interesting 
occurrence at the Children’s Librarians Sec- 
tion was the presentation of the John New— 
bery medal for the best children’s book of 
the year to Mr. Hugh Lofting for the 
Voyages of Dr. Dolittle. Mr. Lofting was 
present and after reading a paper on chil- 
dren’s reading, gave, upon request of Mr. 
Bowker, an account of how he came to write 
the Dr. Dolittle stories. They were written 
in letters to his children from the trenches 
and: were suggested by his observation of 
the behavior of animals under fire. While 
the animals displayed as much courage and 
self—-possession as human beings, they had 
no chance if injured. So the character of 
Dr. Dolittle who devoted his life to caring 
for animals and learning their language, 
was created. 


The total attendance from Minnesota was 
29 and the state was well represented on 
the program. Mr. Walter presented the 
report of the Committee on Certification to 
the Council and Miss Wood was chairman 
of the School Libraries Section, and also took 
part in the symposium on School Libraries 
at the general session, speaking on Elemen- 
tary School Libraries. Miss Carey had 
charge of the Hospital Libraries Round Table 
and Miss Perrie Jones, Hospital Librarian, 
St. Paul, spoke at this round table on Arous= 
ing the Library Profession to Meet the 
Peculiar Needs of the Hospital Library. 
Miss Countryman was a member of the 
executive board and also led the discussion 
at the County Libraries Round Table on 
Adequate Support for the County System. 
A paper by Miss Mary Tawney, Supervisor 
Library Instruction in Grade Schools, Min-—- 
neapolis, was read by Miss Countryman at 
the Elementary School Round Table. Miss 
Ruth Ely, Duluth Teachers’ College, read 
a paper on “New Books’ Useful to 
Teachers” at the Normal School Round 
Table and Miss Nelle A. Olson, of Buhl, read 
a paper entitled “Who is My Neighbor— 
Reaching the byways and hedges” at the 
Small Libraries Round Table. Mrs. Jen- 
nings, of the St. Paul Public Library, gave 
a paper on “Departmental Staff Meetings” 
before the Catalog Section. Miss Dame 
talked before the Catalog Round Table on 
The Catalog from the Reference Librarian’s 
Standpoint. Others attending from Minne- 


sota were the Misses Berry, Fay, Field, 
Jordan, Lamb, Seely and Ernest Johnson, 
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from the Minneapolis Library; Mr. Whee). 
ock, Miss Robinson and Miss Camp 
from the St. Paul Library; Miss Josephing 
Norval, State Library; Miss Gertrudg 
Krausnick, Historical Library; Miss W, 5 
Carothers, Hill Reference Library; Misgeg 
Hurlbert and Davis, Hibbing; Miss Gilpin, 
Mountain Iron; Miss Hiss, Nashwauk; Migs 
Wright, Chisholm; Miss Goss, of the Uni. 
versity Library and Miss Baldwin, of the 
Library Division. 


The Minnesota delegation, coming from 
places where winter still lingered, particy- 
larly appreciated the trip to the South with 
peach and apple orchards in bloom along the 
way, the profusion of early spring and 
summer flowers and the woods full of dog. 
wood and red bud blossoming against the 
background of fresh spring greens. 





*WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? 
By Nelle A. Olson, Buhl, Minn. 


“And he willing to justify himself, said, 
‘And who is my neighbor?’” 


Neighborliness, according to the passage 
in which our subject occurs, seems to be 
defined, not in terms of proximity, but of 
service; and from the general tenor of the 
program, I infer that contact with our next- 
door neighbor is not to be considered in 
this discussion. 


In our profession, the time has passed 
when ministering to the needs of the neigh- 
bor who proffers his empty cup at our back 


door—or front—as the case may be, is the’ 


only duty the library is called upon to per- 
form. Perhaps we may now aptly turn to 
another parable in the book from which our 
title is taken, that of the man whose guests 
were somewhat indifferent to his invitation 
whose servant was therefore sent out in the 
lanes and streets to the poor and blind to 
summon them to the feast. Once we locked 
up our possessions, lest some hungry one 
come and take them; then we opened our 
doors to the elect and bade them come in; 
now we carry our wealth to the byways and 
hedges and distribute freely to all men. 


I have been asked to describe to you this 
latest stage in the development of our work 
as it is carried on up on the Iron Range of 
the state of Minnesota. My own library has 
not yet developed this particular phase of 
the work, so perhaps, I can speak more 
freely with no feeling of modesty to pre- 
vent a full description of the splendid work 
which some of my colleagues are doing in 
this Library Extension work. We have beet 
doing a little individual work and you may 
be interested to hear of the man who walks 
10 miles in winter to get books from ouf 
library to carry back to his little settlement 


*Paper read at Small Libraries Round Table, 
A. L. A., Hot Springs. 
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in the woods, He comes with his old suit 
case and fills it with books, taking some for 





a family of children way off there too far | 


from any school to have its privileges. I am 
sure his arms must ache before the miles 
are traversed but he comes back with words 
of eager appreciation from them all and will- 


ing to do the hard work for the joy they | 


get from the books. Once he told of a man | 


who walked 14 miles to his cabin for some 
pooks, returning to his own place the follow— 
ing day. 
Washington 


Perhaps, it is not Weems’ Life of | 
that he wants but what he | 


desires helps to pass the long, lonely hours 


of the woodsman’s isolated life. 


We usually think of our foreign popula— 
tion here in America crowded into the dense 
centers of the big cities. Our problem is 
somewhat the same though conditions are 
different. 


The iron mining industry extend§ | 


‘over a large area, all over the Range neaf | 


the various mines and pits are the “loca-— 
tions,” as they are called, groups of people 


ranging from about 10 families up to 1,500 | 


persons. 
in the splendid Americanization classes to 


Many of them have been or are | 


which so much attention is paid here, day | 


classes for tlie mothers, with attendants to 


care for their little ones, and night school 


for the day workers. But many of them 
seldom come to the centers and would hesi- 


tate to go to our libraries, though they are | 


coming to appreciate American books, as 


well as those in their own languages, and | 


many of their children are very eager 
readers, but are too far away to go to the 
libraries for books. 
lem for the Library Extension worker to help 


This then is the prob-— | 


both old and young to become intelligent | 


and loyal American citizens. 


St. Louis county is so large and there are 
so many scattered centers, the county 
library unit does not seem advisable here 
and the work is being developed by the vil- 
lages to the surrounding territory. 
service is given with two different types of 
equipment. At Chisholm, the ordinary 
motor bus service is employed by the hour, 
the cushions are removed from the long 
seats and book cases are set upon them and 
strapped and hooked to the walls. This, 
with a box of magazines, a little folding 
table attached to the back of the driver’s 
seat for the charging tray, an oil stove for 
cold weather, and, last but not least, the 


intrepid librarian, constitutes the equipment | 


for this service. 

In Hibbing, the unit is Stuntz township, 
which is as large as some counties, and 
there is a splendidly built 


The | 


and equipped | 


public library on wheels with shelf space | 


for 1,600 books. 


circulation of 59,000 books. 


This bus makes eight trips | 
a week, visiting 20 locations and serving a | 
population of 5,000 persons, with an annual | 


But whether the equipment be elaborate | 


or simple, the method of work is the same. | 
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Stops are made at outlying schools where 
the children eagerly crowd inside the bus, 
unable to believe, even after repeated experi- 
ence that there are good books enough to go 
around, even for the last child in, as well as 
for the first. Other centers are established 
at certain street corners, where groups of 
eager children wait or gather rapidly at the 
welcome honk of the motor horn. Here, too 
come the adults, some for books upon our 
government to help them in obtaining their 
citizenship papers, some for foreign books 
and many others for magazines which are 
very popular, Sometimes, the requests are 
brought by the children though the foreign 
born men and women, diffident at first, are 
coming more and more for their own books. 
At the mine boarding house, the patronage 
will be nearly all adult, and a good class of 
reading, too. Hibbing extension work shows 
a non-fiction record of 65 per cent for the 
children and 52 per cent of all the books 
circulated. At the Stevenson location, the 
conditions are interesting, the first group of 
patrons in one cluster of houses are all 
Austrians, the next stop will be among 
Finns, then Italians. Croatians, and so on. 


One stop is out in the country by a cer— 
tain telephone pole, where a family of chil— 
dren living way back away from any road, 
meet the car, rain or shine, even the deepest 
snows of midwinter seldom keep them away. 
Imagine what that armful of books means to 
them, week after week. 


This, then is the work of the itinerant 
librarian, a delightful experience you say, 
out in the open, in the fresh air and sun- 
shine, jaunting from place to place, a veri- 
table nicnic in disguise. Yes, but what of 
the cold, wintry days, the stormy ones, the 
drafty car with the constantly opening door, 
the odors of wet clothing mingled with 
garlic, the close atmosphere of the crowds 
(we counted 25 persons in the bus at once), 
the hurried lunch in the car, the swift check- 
ing up of records and carding of books 
between stops that the supply may last to 
the end of the trip, the bad and even dan— 
gerous roads, delayed trips lasting some- 
times from four to half past ten at night, 
many a night in bad weather. These are 
items from the other side of the ledger, and 
yet experiences which are gladly borne b> 
the missionaries of the book for the joy of 
the service which is theirs, 


It may not be amiss to include also in 
this talk, a short description of work 
organized among the lumber camps of the 
north woods near the Canadian boundary 
line. Here are employed each winter hun— 
dreds and hundreds of men, many of whom 
go into the woods with the first coming of 
winter and remain until the roads break up 
in the spring. Their hours are long and 
their work hard. It takes men of vigor 
strength and_ resourcefulness—weaklings 











cannot make good here—but the isolation 
and the monotony of life are often the 
hardest features to endure. 


Anything that can relieve this condition, 
then makes for more contented and perma— 
nent workmen and more effective work, and 
surely reading matter should help. 


With this in mind, we approached the 
heads of the company, to be met with the 
discouraging reply, “that the men have no 
time to read and very few of the lumber 
jacks know how to read anyway.” Uncon- 
vinced, believing that a .book or magazine 
might prove a welcome variation at times, 
to the only camp diversion, the omnipresent 
card game, and believing also that the usual 
lumber camp might not average so very 


different from a cross section of the A. E. | 


F. which the A. L. A. war experience showed 
to be made up of not only readers of all 
grades but unlettered men who eagerly used 


illustrated magazines, and remembering alsd | 
the foresighted few who had come to the | 


library and crowded some O. Henry and 
Kipling into the corners of their woodmen’s 
pack sacks “to make the life endurable” as 


they remarked, we bided our time; and when | 


contact was gained later through camp 
auditors who had seen conditions and knew, 
and men in camp stores whose duty it was 
to send supplies out and who themselves 
appreciated the joys of library opportunities, 
a regular system of distribution was estab~ 
lished. 


Packages of magazines and worn but 
whole books were made up and sent once a 
week to the big headquarters camp store. 
There a package was put into each of the 
supply boxes going to the different camps 
and so reached the men regularly through~ 
out the winter. 


An echo from this work came back in the 
following summer when one of these camp 
store men took his children to visit a camp 
where the cook proudly produced some of 
those very magazines, carefully treasured 
and brought out for the entertainment of 
these welcome guests. 


Later knowledge confirmed previous belief 
when one “jack” was found to be a Yale 
man, “down on his luck” and another sub— 
sequently came to the library for Richard 
Harding Davis’ books, casually remarking 
that he had known the writer in Cuba and 
later in Chicago. Imagine what a winter 
with nothing but the occasional newspaper, 
too often of the most radical and question— 
able type, would mean to such as they. 


I W. W. agitators are not infrequent 
visitors at the camps, spreading their seeds 
of discontent and disruption. Every avail- 
able counteracting influence has its impor— 
tant work to do. Sound presentations of 
wholesome American life, presented upon 


the printed page are nowhere more valuable 
than here. 
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Surely a'l this is a far cry from the dayg 
of chained books and makes us realize we 
may even now be only at the beginning of 
gieater service than we have dreamed. 





SUMMER COURSES IN LIBRARY 
METHODS 


University of Minnesota 


The University of Minnesota announces 
courses in library methods in its summer 
session, June 26th to August 3d, under the 
direction of Frank K. Walter, librarian of 
the University. There will be four unit 
courses including Cataloging, Classification 
Library Administration and Reference Work. 
The members of the faculty are Mr. Walter 
and Miss Jessie Arms, of the University 
library staff: Miss Ruth Rosholt, of the Min- 
neapolis Public Library; and Miss Baldwin 
and Miss Wood, of the Library Division 
State Department of Education. Lecturers 
will include other members of the staff of 
the University, St. Paul and Minneapolis 
Public Libraries. 


Credits towards a Bachelor’s degree will 
be given by the College of Science, Litera- 
ture and Arts to students with at least two 
years’ credit of approved college or Univer- 
sity work, who satisfactorily complete any 
of the above courses. Students with less 
than two years of college or university 
credit, but who are doing regular public or 
school library work, or who are under 
appointment to such positions, may be 
admitted as “no credit” students on pres- 
entation of satisfactory evidence of ability 
and library employment. “No credit” stu- 
dents from Minnesota must have their 
credentials approved by the Library Division 
of the State Department of Education. 


The inauguration of these courses with 
University credit marks an important step 
in the educational program which has been 
promoted by the Minnesota Library Asso- 
ciation and the Library Division of the 
Department of Education. In order to get 
University credit, it was necessary to make 
the courses of University grade and to con- 
form to general University regulations as to 
fees, registration, etc., which cannot be 
modified by any department head. Each 
course will be given six davs in the week 
and offers three credits. Experience has 
shown that it is practically impossible for 
anvone‘to take more than three courses of 
three credits each. 


The Library Division will be glad to con- 
fer with librarians of public and_ school 
libraries in Minnesota as to courses which 
will be most valuable to each individual. 

Students must register in the usual way 
on Saturday, June 23d, or Monday, June 
25th. Classes will begin Tuesday at 8:00 
A. M. 
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For full announcement or further infor- 
mation regarding these courses address the 
Librarian, University of Minnesota. 


Duluth Teachers’ College—A credit course 
in library methods wil] be given by Miss 
Ruth Ely, Librarian of Duluth Teachers’ 
College, during the summer session, June 
13 to July 25, 1923. 


Mankato Teachers’ College offers a half 
credit course in Rural School Library 
Methods, given by Miss Alice’ Farr, 
Librarian. This course aims to familiarize 
the student with the essentials of library 
organization and usage, adapted to the needs 
of the rural school. Emphasis will be placed 
oi the selection of books and methods of 
using the library. Practical work following 
the discussion of each problem will consti- 
tute an important part of the course. 


WISCONSIN SUMMER’ LIBRARY 
CONFERENCE 


Madison, Wis., July 16 to 28, 1923 


The Wisconsin Free Library Commission 
has issued a second bulletin, containing a 
tentative program of the summer library 
conference. The morning schedule is 
planned in the form of regular courses, 
because those who wish (if they are entitled 
to at least junior grade), may take this work 
for university credit. First hour, 8:30, Social 
Economics and the Library, including: Bud—- 
gets and budget making, Library finance. 
Graphic presentation of library facts. The 
library and the local government. How to 
make a community survey. Foreign groups. 
Second hour, 9:30. Book Use and Book 
Selection, including: Reference books; 
books for children; checking book lists; 
best books in special fields. Third hour, 
10:30, first week Administration problems, 
including: Book buying; printing and bind- 
ing. Mr. Frank K. Walter, of the University 
of Minnesota. Second week, Selling Library 
Service including Publicity materials, meth— 
ods and practice. Planning and construct-— 
ing exhibits (the actual process. being 
demonstrated). 


Afternoons will be devoted to round table 


meetings with competent leaders, for dis— , 


cussion of technical problems, county 
libraries, libraries and schools, books and 
reading. In the evening there will be 
addresses by speakers of prominence in the 
library world, an evening of poetry, a dra— 
matic reading and the Devereaux Players. 


Meetings on Friday and Saturday, July 
20th and 21st, will be especially planned for 
trustees. Subjects such as budgets and 
finances, property insurance, lighting equip— 
Ment, service standards and hours of open— 
ing, statistics and what they show, have 
been suggested. 
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MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The annual meeting of the Minnesota 
Library Association will be held at Fari- 
bault the first or second week of September. 
The local committee is tryi to obtain 
dormitories in one of the educational insti- 
tutions, so that those attending the con— 
ference may be together. Announcements 
of definite dates will be made as soon as 
possible. The first session will probably be 
on Monday evening of the week. An attempt 
will be made to prepare the program so as 
to bring out as far as possible the essential 
unity of all kinds of library work in the 
state. It is hoped that a preliminary organi- 
zation of the library trustees of the state 
may be effected at the meeting. A special 
invitation is extended to all librarians and 
members of the college library staffs of the 
state. It is hoped that a session can be 
devoted to the problems of these important 
but often unrepresented libraries and to 
their relations to library progress in the 
state at large. Discussions on new books, 
library extension and other library matters 
of general and constant interest will he in- 
cluded. The local committee is planning to 
make extra efforts in the direction of hos— 
pitality and as large an attendance as is 
practicable is desired. 


All members who have not already paid 
their annual dues for 1923 and all perscns 
who wish to become members are asked to 
send the required amount to the Secretary— 
Treasurer, Miss Sophia J. Lammers, Public 
Library, Mankato, Minn. 


Membership dues are: for individuals, 
$1.00 for the first year, 50c a year there-— 
after; for institutions, $2.00 for the first 
year, $1.00 a year thereafter. 


Tentative Program 


Monday evening. Informal reception, with 
program furnished by Faribault citizens. 


Tuesday morning. Business meeting. 
Roll call of libraries—Miss Baldwin 
Book session 
Applied Sciences—Mr. Wheelock, St. 
Paul. 
Sociology and History 
Literature 
Children’s Books 


Tuesday ‘afternoon. Theme—Value of li- 
brary service as expressed by people out- 
side of library profession. 

Reading matter for rural schools, a county 
superintendent; a farmer’s library, by a 
farmer; use of library by business men, 
by a business man; library needs of 
farm women, a farm woman; library’s 
aid in political education, League of 
Women Voters; reading exchange for 
rural folks, a county agent. 

Tuesday evening. Public meeting with an 
address by some well-known speaker to 
be announced. 














Wednesday morning. Business’ session: 
School and College Libraries. Question 
box. 


Wednesday afternoon. Drive around Fari- | 
bault, with personally conducted visits to | 


different libraries and institutions. 


To the Members of the Minnesota Library 
Association: 


One of the dominant notes of the Ameri-— 


can Library Association conference at Hot 
Springs was the tacit recognition of the 
common interest which workers in all kinds 
of libraries must feel in general 
progress. Librarians of 
public libraries, of college, university and 
special libraries joined in spirited discus— 
sions of all kinds of specialized library work. 
It seems fitting for the Minnesota Library 
Association to follow this lead and to at- 
tempt in its annual meeting at Faribault 
early next September to promote this unifi-— 
cation of interest in the progress of the 
libraries of the state. The school library 
and the public library have many things in 
common. The many college libraries of the 
state have an important work to do in the 
general educational advancement, not only 
of their own communities, but of the state 
at large. The next few years are sure to be 
critical years. Whether they will show 
retrogression or advance under the influence 
of the library will be largely determined by 
the attitude librarians take at present. 


It is hoped that every librarian of what-— 
ever rank or in whatever position will con— 
sider this a personal invitation to attend the 
meeting and to contribute through discus- 
sions to its interest and value. Announce- 
ments of definite dates will be made as 
soon as it can be determined when suitable 
accommodations will be available. 


FRANK K. WALTER, 
President, Minnesota Library Association. 





LAKE REGION LIBRARY CLUB 


The sixth annual meeting of the Lake 
Region Library Club was held at St. Cloud 
May 11-12, 1923. The meeting was called 
to order by the president, Mrs. Clara T. 
Jones, of Brainerd, at 3:36 P. M. in the 
auditorium of the St. Cloud Public Library. 
Owing to the absence of the regular secre-— 
tary, Miss McCubrey, of Moorhead, acted 
instead. 

As the members responded to the roll 
call, each related some work accomplished 
during the past year in their respective 
libraries, particularly short cuts tried suc-— 
cessfully. There were present librarians 
and trustees from the following towns: 
Alexandria, Anoka, Blackduck, Brainerd, 
Fergus Falls, Glenwood, Little Falls, Sauk 
Center, St. Cloud, Teachers’ College, St. 
Cloud; St. Benedict’s College, St. Joseph; 


Staples, Wadena, Willmar, and Miss Bald- 


library | 
large and small 
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win and Miss Wood of the State Library 
Division. The total attendance was 36, jp. 
cluding 15 public librarians, five school 
librarians, 11 trustees and two from the 
Library Division. 


The meeting opened with a round-table 
discussion on books. 


Mrs. McCord gave a discourse on Chil. 
dren’s books, Miss McCubrey, of Moorheaq 
followed with a talk on fiction. She toucheq 
upon the new and better books, and spoke 
upon the variety in the new fiction. §he 
said, that the real issue of the public library 
was to determine how we should best meet 
the on-rushing tide of fiction and since the 
sum allotted for the purchase of fiction was 
so small, the selection should be left to the 
discretion of the librarian. As Miss Lewis 
was absent, her paper on Reference Work 
was read by Miss Zent. It gave a brief 
account of the work as conducted in the 
Fergus Falls library, giving many hints of 
value to other librarians. The last discus- 
sion was on poetry, lead by Miss Davig of 
Sauk Center. Her paper gave a brief ac- 
count of a few of the new poets, Sandburg, 
Josephine Peabody, Amy Lowell and others, 
A general discussion on topics relating to 
library work was next on the program. At- 
tention was given to means of raising money 
for a depleted book fund. Methods for go 
doing were suggested, such as_ bazaars, 
socials, tag day, literary and musical enter- 
tainments. In regard to the care of the 
building, the general opinion was that upon 
the librarian should fall the duty of looking 
after the building and that orders relating 
to the management of library affairs should 
be delegated by the board to those in charge 
of the library. 


At 7:00 P. M. the librarians were given a 
sumptuous banquet at the Breen Hotel. Dr. 
George Rice, vice president of the St. Cloud 
Public Library Board, gave the address of 
welcome; in it he called attention to the 
high standards which the educational insti- 
tutions of St. Cloud had reached. In speak- 
ing of the library he said there were 8,500 
cards in use in the city, which in a com- 
munity the size of St. Cloud was evidence 
of the reading tendencies of the people. The 
response was given by Mrs. Clara T. Jones, 
president of the Lake Region Library Club, 
who in a few well chosen words in behalf 
of the club thanked the Library Board and 
the St. Cloud people for the gracious wel- 
come given the visiting librarians. 


Miss Baldwin, State Director of Libraries, 
gave an enlightening talk on Rural Library 
Extension. She spoke of the great need of 
books in the rural communities, submitted 
figures showing how lacking some of the 
state’s rural communities are in this regard. 
She said that in rural districts of this 
country, there were fifteen and a half mil 
lion children and that less than 25 per cent 
of them ever complete the grades. She 
urged her hearers to secure the co—opera- 
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tion of the various social organizations in 
their communities so as to promote the 
organization of county libraries. She gave 
an account of a recent trip on the Henne— 
pin County book wagon, which delivers 
pooks to county branches and _ stations, 
rural schools and farm homes, showing 
how this is the most efficient method yet 
tried of giving rural library service. 


Miss Wood, Supervisor of School 
Libraries, gave next a very interesting talk 
on “Echoes from the American Library 
Association at Hot Springs, Ark.’ Miss 
Wood stated that the public library was 
and is making and keeping people literate 
and this is exemplified in the new develop— 
ment of the South. In speaking of those 
who were taking the lead in the 
along educational lines, she stated that as 
the descendants from former plantation 
owners, they possessed the qualities of 
leadership, charm and hospitality and are 
meeting the new conditions with a true 
spirit of democracy. 


During the banquet, the Boys’ Glee Club 
of the State Teachers College gave vocal 
selections which were thoroughly enjoyed 
by the guests. After the banquet the vis— 
itors enjoyed an informal reception. 


Morning session of the convention was 
held in the community room, at the Court 
House. The nominating committee ap- 
pointed as follows: Mrs. Blanchard, chair- 
man, Mrs. Goss and Miss Davis; Committee 
on resolutions: Mrs. Guest, Miss 


South | 





Amy | 


Hanscom, Mrs. Margaret McCord. As Miss | 
Amy Lewis of Fergus Falls is sailing for | 
England June 5, a committee was appointed | 


to send her appropriate greetings and a 


farewell remembrance. 


Those on the program at the morning 
session were Miss Zent, Fergus Falls, who 
spoke on Library work with children, fol-— 
lowed by Mrs. Blanchard of Little Falls, 
who gave an enthusiastic talk on “What 
use can be made of our magazines.” Her 
advice was to save every magazine that 
could be used as a book of reference 
because magazines cover the current field. 
She believes that use of magazines encour- 
ages patronage at the library and stimulates 
the interest of the boys and girls in books. 


Miss Wood in her talk on Outside Read— 
ing Lists discussed the use of standard lists 


as basis of selection for specific com-— 
munities. The librarian should have a 
broad view and think for herself and 


weigh the merits of the books listed with 
reference to local needs. Books should be 
re-evaluated with reference to present day 
conditions. The reactions of young people 
toward individual books indicate their point 
of view, If these reactions show super-— 
stitions, prejudices and racial antipathies 
the reading should be so directed that these 
unfortunate tendencies may be corrected. 
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The program was concluded by Miss 
Stewart, of Wadena, who spoke on Library 
Publicity and Mrs. Hannah Cline of 
St. Cloud who gave a deeply interesting 
paper on The Library and Librarian from 
the Patrons Viewpoint. 


Mr. Moore of First National Bank pre— 
sented a box of pencils as souvenirs to the 
librarians, for which a vote of thanks was 
extended. 


At the close of the session the librarians 
and trustees were taken over the beautiful 
new Court House and through the under- 
ground tunnel to the new jail. 


After an excellent luncheon at the Grand 
Central Hotel, the closing session was held 
at the library at 2:00 P. M. 


Miss Baldwin spoke briefly on Librarian— 
ship as a profession. She stated that the 
demand for trained librarians exceeds the 
supply and outlined the varying oppor- 
tunities afforded by the constantly enlarg— 
ing fields of library work. 


The report of the resolutions committee 
was read by Mrs. Guest. 

The following officers were elected— 
Miss Jean Stewart, Wadena, President, 
Mrs. J. C. Parker, Blackduck, Vice—Presi- 
dent, and Miss Amy Hanscom, Willmar, 
Sec’y-Treasurer. 


Invitations for the next meeting were 
received from Sauk Center and Wadena. 
The invitation from Wadena was accepted 
and a vote of appreciation for the courtesy 
extended by Sauk Center. 


The large attendance of trustees present 
and the keen interest displayed in the 
meetings of the club, led to the suggestion 
that a trustees section should be organized. 
It was voted that a committee be appointed 
to formulate a plan for the organization of 
a trustees section of the Lake Region 
Library Club, their meetings to coincide 
with those of the club, the committee to 
present their report at the next annual 
meeting at Wadena. 

The president appointed Mr. Paul Ahles, 


of St. Cloud, Chairman, Mrs. W. C. Light, 
Morris, and Mrs. F. J. Guest, Wadena. 


The meeting then adjourned, when all 
present were taken for an automobile ride 
over St. Cloud. 

AGNES TORPEY, 


Secretary—Treasurer. 


TWIN CITY LIBRARY CLUB 


The Twin City Library Club met for their 
spring gathering at dinner, the evening of 
May 3d, at the Minneapolis Y. M. C. A. 
There were about 120 present. 


After a very delightful dinner, the Presi- 
dent, Miss Powell, called the Club to order. 
By motion it was decided to dispense with 























the reading of the minutes. Mr. Wheelock 
was then called upon to announce the pro- 
gram of the fall meeting of the Minnesota 
Library Association to be held at Faribault. 
He urged that all send in their 1923 dues as 
soon as possible to Miss Sophia Lammers, 
Secretary—Treasurer, at Mankato, as the 
treasury was quite depleted. 


Following this there were brief talks and 
reports concerning the A. L. A. conference 
by members who had been in attendance. 
Mr. Walter spoke of some of the general 
features, calling attention to the rapid 
progress that Southern libraries were mak— 
ing in organization. Miss Countryman told 
of the work of the Executive Board. I note 
only a few of the many interesting lines of 
activity in which she mentioned the Board 
were engaged. 
pointed, 
Foundation; 
library training facilities. 





A committee has been ap- | 
at the request of the Carnegie | 
to make a survey of present | 
The Foundation, | 


it was stated, has given up the plan of pro- | 


viding for the further establishment of new 
libraries and is about to-turn their funds to 
the support of providing better facilities for 
the training of librarians. The Board was 
also asked by the Secretary of the N. E. A. 
to work out a plan for a Federal Bureau of 
Libraries, which is to be ready to be pre- 


sented for consideration when the Depart-— | 


ment of Education shall be established by | 


Congress. 
of the social side of the A. L. A.; Miss Rob—- 
inson recounted the vital happenings of the 
School Department sessions and Miss Jones 
of the Hospital Libraries’ group. Miss 
Powell voiced the keen pleasure that all 
enjoyed in hearing the reports, and motion 
was made to adjourn. 
AMY W. NOLL, 


Secretary—Treasurer. 





CLARA BALDWIN LIBRARY CLUB 


at the Hibbing high school with sixteen 
members present. The program for the day 
dealt with drama and the theatre, and the 


roll call of book reports was based upon | 
especially recom-— | 


these subjects. - Books 
mended were Parsons’ Red letter day plays 
—Woman’s Press; Lewis’s 


Contemporary | 


one—act plays—Scribner, and Lord’s Plays | 


for school and camp—Little. 


A very interesting account of plays seen | 


in New York during the holidays was given 
by Miss Samuels of the Hibbing junior col- 
lege faculty, among them 
Seventh Heaven, R. U. R., Merton of the 
Movies, Why Not, Will Shakespeare, and 
Loyalties. John Barrymore’s Hamlet and 
Ethel Barrymore’s and Jane Cowl’s Juliet, 
as well as Warfield’s Shylock, were dis— 
cussed. 


Miss Dumke, of the Hibbing high school 
faculty, talked upon the Russian Art The- 


being Rain, | 


Miss Berry gave a bright account | 


atre and the wonderful work done by Morrig 
Gest in bringing these artists to this coup. 
try. She emphasized the excellence of each 


‘and every actor, the riot of color in the 


scenic effects and the fact that the foreign 
language detracted so little from the enjoy- 
ment of the plays, because of the reality of 
the work. Mention was made also of the 
work of Ballief and the general impressions 
of this Russian invasion, as it is calle, 
This program proved to be one of the most 
interesting of the year. At the business 
meeting it was voted that the club support 
the bill providing for state and county aiq 
for high school education of children living 
in the rural districts, also the one forbidding 
the holding of street carnivals, and to pro- 
test against the movement to do away with 
the county welfare boards. 


In April the club met at the Virginia Pub- 
lic Library. Miss Hurlbert was chosen ag 
chairman in the absence of the president. 
There was the usual roll call of book reports 
which proved to be largely biography, some 
of those especially mentioned being Ervine’s 
Some Impressions of My Elders, Emma 
Cave’s biography, the life of Henry Ford, 
and the biography of Maria Sanford. Miss 
Gilpin of Mountain Iron led the round table 
discussion upon library ethics, outlining 
some of the general principles of profes- 
sional co-operation. Miss Gandsey, of Hib- 
bing, spoke upon the relation between the 
staff and the librarian, emphasizing loyalty, 
fidelity and the spirit of team play, and 
expressing the appreciation of a staff for 
little points of consideration shown by the 
librarian, such as slight changes of hours 
on special occasions. Miss Olson of Buhl, 
speaking of the relations of board and 
librarian, emphasized the importance of a 


| thorough mutual understanding and confi- 


dence, the absolute necessity of the presence 


| of the librarian at the board meetings to 
The March meeting of the club was held 


explain the library’s work, give the reports 
in person, and confer upon all matters of 
importance and larger problems, matters of 
routine detail and technical work being left 
entirely to the librarian. She spoke of the 
importance of keeping the members of the 
board informed regarding library matters of 
general interest, that they should be in- 
formed of them from the library, not the 
public. A general discussion followed with 
interesting contributions from Miss Ahern 
and Miss Baldwin, who were guests for the 
day. Miss Ahern stressed the danger of 
placing too much emphasis upon the ques- 
tion of salary, rather than the love of 
service. The business meeting was omitted 
and the club adjourned to meet at the Chis- 
holm library in May, when the program Will 
be devoted to reports from Hot Springs. 


NELLE A. OLSON, 
Secretary. 
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LIBRARY TRUSTEES ORGANIZE 


On the evening of April 7th, the library 
poards of the Range and the head librarians 
were guests of the Virginia library board at 
a bountiful dinner given in the new Presby- 
terian church. 


A round table discussion upon -the use of 
library club rooms was led by Rev. Stidd of 
Chisholm, each library reporting through a 
trustee or the librarian. There was con- 
siderable difference of opinion as to how far 
library activilies shouid make way for club 
activities. 

Two invited guests were present as 
speakers, Miss Ahern, editor of Public 
Libraries and Miss Baldwin of the Library 
Division. Miss Baldwin spoke on Rural 
Library Extension, showing that a large 
proportion of Minnesota residents have no 
access to libraries and can only be served 
through the county library. She outlined 
the provisions of the county library law and 
emphasized the necessity of creating a pub-— 
lic sentiment which will demand library 
service in every community. To this end 
she recommended a definite educational pro— 
gram, beginning with county surveys, co- 
operation with all existing county agencies 
and organizations, extension of use of all 
libraries as far as resources will permit in 
order to demonstrate the service, and urged 
library boards to support this plan. 


Miss Ahern stressed the responsibility of 
one who assumes the duties of a trustee. 
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Canada has censtituted one of the chief 
forms of the corporation’s activity. In this 
field the founder had made large gifts before 
the existence of the corporation, and for a 
number of years thereafter the policy of 
assisting communities to secure public 
libraries was continued. These library build— 
ings were provided, whether given by Mr. 
Carnegie or by the corporation, upon the 
condition that the community itself should 
furnish a site, and that it should guarantee 
an annual support for the library of not less 
than ten per cent of the cost of the build— 
ing. Under these conditions there have been 
erected in the United States and Canada, 
by Mr. Carnegie and by the corporation 
under his direction, 1,775 public libraries, at 
a cost of $42,990,069.63. These libraries 
were given to communities ranging from 
great cities like New York and Cleveland to 
small towns. In the main, the communities 
that have accepted these gifts have lived up 
to their obligations in the matter of support. 


“During the past three years, the trustees 
of the corporation have discontinued the 


| granting of public libraries in the belief that 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


She pointed out the great trust America has | 


in keeping faith with those who, believing 
in the plighted word of the constitution, 
have cast here their lot, expecting friendli- 
ness, integrity, opportunity, honor and ex- 
ample of what constitutes a good citizen. 
The place of the library in all of this is 
paramount to any other institution in that 
it gives opportunity for growth in all the 
relations of life and trustees are pledged to 
deal well and fairly with library, with com— 
munity and municipality. The task is not 
an easy one, but its fulfillment means honor 
and joy in one’s labor. 


A permanent organization of Range library 
trustees was effected, the officers being 
Carl P. Johnson of Virginia, president; John 
I. Anderson of Buhl, treasurer, and Mrs. L. O. 
Kirby of Hibbing, secretary. The libraries 
of Coleraine, Hibbing, Chisholm, Buhl, Inter-— 


ynational Falls, Mountain Iron, Virginia and 


Eveleth were represented at this meeting. 
CARNEGIE LIBRARIES 


The A. L. A. Bulletin for eMarch, 1923, 
prints the following extracts from the report 


of the Acting President of the Carnegie | 


Corporation, of New York, for the year 


ended September 30, 1922: 


“The erection of library buildings in many 
in 


communities the United States and 
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so many of these have been provided, and 
so many communities have received the 
impulse for library facilities, that the pur-— 
pose which Mr. Carnegie had in view has 
been in large measure accomplished. It is 
their hope that the library movement has 
now gained such headway that the continu- 
ation of the work by other communities will 
be effected without aid from the corporation. 
The trustees of the corporation, in their 
experience, reached the same conclusion as 
the founder himself as to the value of these 
agencies of social improvement. There is 
probably no other gift to a community 
which, made under proper conditions, does 
more good and less harm than the gift of a 
public library.” 

The total of Carnegie gifts to Minnesota 
libraries approximates $1,000,000, distributed 
to 58 cities for 66 library buildings, includ—- 
ing 3 branches in each of the Twin Cities, 
two in Duluth, and college library buildings 
at Hamline University, St. Paul and St. 
Olaf’s, Northfield. 


With but three or four exceptions all these 
municipalities have more than met their 
obligation of expenditure for maintenance 
equal to ten per cent of the gift from year 
to year. 


PICTURE CONTEST 


Conducted by the Children’s Room, St. Paul 
Public Library 


Under the direction of the Children’s room 
a picture contest was carried on during 
February and early March in which over 
2,000 children competed. 


At the close of the contest one hundred 
and fourteen pictures, twenty-five of which 
were framed, were awarded to those con-— 














about the work of the artists included in 
the contest. 


The awards were made at a library party 
at which entertainment was provided by 
pupils from the dancing and dramatic art 
classes of St. Agatha’s Conservatory of 
Music and the Hancock Public School. 
Under the direction of the Conservatory 
eighteen pupils presented tableaux of some 
of the pictures appearing in the contest and 
the tableaux were followed by “The Knave 
of Hearts,” a play. 


testants who submitted the best note books {| 





That the project developed so successfully 
the library feels was largely due to the | 
splendid support it received in many of the | 
schools. 


This was the library’s first experiment 
with an art contest and first experiments 
usually attract between 150 and 200 chil-— 
dren. That over 2,000 entered, we feel, 
speaks very well for the future of art appre— | 
ciation in St. Paul. 


During the week of April 1st-8th there 
was an exhibit in our Art Exhibition Room 
of framed pictures boys and girls would 
enjoy which were loaned by the local art 
stores. 





Below is a list of the pictures included in 
the contest and the questions concerning 


them. The basis of picture selection was 
made with three things in mind: (1) The 
appeal of the picture to the child; (2) the 


available material in our picture collection; 
(3) the descriptive material about the artist 
written within the comprehension of the 
children. 


Artists and Pictures Appearing in the 
Contest 
. Icebound, by W. L. Metcalf 
2. Setting out for market, by 
Troyon 
3. The melon eater, by Murillo 
4. The Buttery, by Peter de Hooch 
5. The Gleaners, by Millet 
6. Prince Rupert, by Anthony Van Dyck 
7. The mill, by Ruysdael 
8. Don Carlos, by Velasquez 
9. Margareta, by Velasquez 
10. Home of the heron, by George Inness 
11. Titus, the artist’s son, by Rembrandt 
12. Shoeing the horse. by Landseer 
3. The Madonna of the chair, by Raphael 
14. Children by the sea, by Israels 
15. The wolf hound, by Paul Potter 
16. Grace before meat, by Chardin 
17. The flower girl in Holland, by George 
Hitchcock 
18. The angel musician, by Carpaccio 
19. The artist’s daughter, by F. A. Kaulbach 
20. The blue boy, by Gainsborough 
21. The herring catch, by Winslow Homer 
22. Dance of the nymphs, by Corot 
23. The Aurora, by Guido Reni 
24. My cup is empty! by Ludwig Knaus 


Constant | 
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25. On the prairie, by Jules Dupre 

26. George Gisge the merchant, by Holbein 

27. The Jester, by Franz Hals 

28. The strawberry girl, by Reynolds 

29. Lavinia, by Titian 

30. The watering trough, by Dagnan Boy- 
veret 


Stories of These Painters’ Lives May Be 
Found in the Art Books on the Tables 


Search out the answers to the questions and 
write them neatly and clearly in your 


MOCG BOOK. . 6s sive t tees teecess. oe 

1. What is the name of the picture? 

2. By whom was it painted? 

3. -In what country did‘the artist live? 

4. What can you tell of his childhood or his 
later life? 

5. For what type of painting was this artist 
noted—for example, does he or she excel 
as painter of landscapes, animals, por- 
traits, or the sea? 

6. What does the picture suggest to you? 

7. Name three of the pictures you liked best. 


LIBRARY ETHICS 


The SiouxeCity Public Library has pub- 
lished a code of library ethics, which -is 
heartily recommended to all librarians. The 
introduction states “in order to form a code 
of professional ethics for librarians, all 
members of the profession should feel con- 
vinced that the work of the librarian is 
co-ordinate in rank and dignity with every 
other human calling and branch of public 
service.” 

The fundamental elements which cover all 
the relationships that should exist among 
the members of the profession are: (1) 
Courtesy, to patrons and to co—workers; (2) 
loyalty, to the profession, to administrative 
head and the library as a unit and to the 
city; (3) honesty, in regard to one’s own 
ideals, in regard to the welfare of co- 
workers and in regard to the library system 
as a_e unit. Professional ethics among 
librarians should stand for: A _ spirit of 
democracy, freedom of thought and expres- 
sion, permitting the fullest initiative within 
the limits of the large policies of the library, 
and a broad social view point. 


LIBRARY AIDS 


Booklist Books, 1922, the annual compila- 
tion of titles from the A. L. A. Booklist has 
been issued, and will be sent to small public 
libraries in Minnesota upon request to the 
Library Division. 

Subject Héadings for Small Libraries. A 
list of subject headings for small libraries 
compiled from lists used in nine representa- 
tive small libraries, and edited by Minnie 
Earl Sears, formerly head cataloger at the 
University of Minnesota Library, has beet 
published by the H. W. Wilson Company at 
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$1.50. The list meets a real need in the 
small library, where the A. L. A. and Library 
of Congress lists are too expensive and too 
complicated, especially in detail of sub- 
division. 





BOOKS OFFERED 


Encyclopedia Britannica—old edition 
Minnesota Geological and Natural History 
Survey 
Geology of Minnesota. 6 v. in 7 
Owatonna Public Library, 


Maud van Buren, 
Librarian. 


Literary Digest, v. 46, 51, 52 (bound in % 
red cowhide) a 
St. Cloud Teachers’ College Library, 
Edith E. H. Grannis, 
Librarian. 


Back numbers of the Atlantic Monthly 
and National Geographic can be obtained 
from the Duluth Public Library. For list 
address Miss Harriet Dutcher, Acting 
Librarian. 


TRAVELING LIBRARY NOTES 


A good proportion of the smaller libraries 
throughout the state took advantage of the 
“Books Offered” by the State Traveling 
Library through the March Library Notes 
and News. Two hundred and _ sixty-one 
books were sent out as permanent loans in 
response to requests from 19 public and 17 
school libraries. Similar offers will be made 
from time to time as more traveling libraries 
are discarded. 





PERSONAL 


Miss Alice M. Dunlap, Librarian, Duluth, 
has resigned her position on account of her 
health and is visiting her father in Cali- 
fornia. 


Miss Amy A. Lewis, Librarian, Fergus 
Falls Public Library, has been granted three 
months leave of absence, and will sail from 
New York June 5th to spend the summer in 














England. 


Hibbing for the past four years, has resigned | 
her position, and at present is at her 
brother’s home in Waupun, Wis., where she | 
was called by the sudden death of her | 
brother’s wife. 


Miss Irma Walker, Reference Librarian at | 
| 


Miss Mary Rains, Children’s Librarian at | 
Hibbing, returns to the Public Library at 
Boise, Idaho, as Librarians Miss Louise | 
Boerlage, of the Hibbing staff, will take up | 
work at the State University this fall. 


Miss Alice Lyons, Eveleth, has accepted a | 
position as Children’s Librarian in one of | 
the branch libraries of Seattie. 
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Signa Niemi, assistant at Eveleth, goes to 
Cleveland to take the special course in chil- 
dren’s work. 


Signe Venberg, Wisconsin Library School, 
1923, returns to the staff of the Eveleth Pub— 
lic Library. 





NEWS FROM PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


NOTE—Items of news for this column are solicited 
from all libraries in the state. These should be real 
news items, indicating some progress or new plan 
which may be suggestive to other libraries. Notes 
should be sent to the Director of Libraries by the 15th 
of the month preceding each issue of the bulletin, 
which appears quarterly in March, June, September, 
and December. 

Aitkin—A story hour conducted each Sat- 
urday morning reached a record attendance 


of 123. 


Alexandria—The Alexandria Public 
Library will receive a bequest of $2,000 from 
Senator Nelson to be permanently invested 
and proceeds used in purchase of history 
and biography, and also an oil portrait of 
himself to be placed in the library building. 
His personal library in the Norwegian lan- 
guage is given to the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church of America in trust for St. Olaf’s 
College. 


Another bequest of $2,000 from the late 
A. H. Gregersen will be available at a later 
date. 


Austin—The Public Library took advan-— 
tage of spring house-cleaning season to 
observe “Home Coming Week” for book 
waifs, when the “lost and strayed” may be 
returned without penalty. 


Brainerd—A painting by Congdon “Glass 
Blowers” was presented to the library by 
the Congdon estate. On the occasion of its 
unveiling, a talk on Art Appreciation of Old 
and New Masters was given by Anthony 
Angarolla, of the Minneapolis Art Institute. 
The painting is valued at $1,500. 


Chisholm—The removal of certain city 
offices from the basement of the library will 
make it possible to move the children’s 
room to the basement, thus affording needed 
space for adult readers on the main floor. 
New quarters have been rented for the 
men’s reading room, and the city council 
has taken over the former reading room for 
a ladies’ rest room. The circulation for the 
year ending April 1 reached 107,371. 


Coleraine—The basement of the library is 
being remodeled to provide for social and 
club rooms. 


Crosby—The public library has been re— 
moved to new quarters on the ground floor 
of the Franklin School. The new room is 
large and well iighted and will be equipped 
with the necessary library furniture. The 
library has received a gift of 56 volumes 
from Mr. Herschel V. Jones, editor of the 
Minneapolis Journal. 











Duluth—The exhibit of the Minnesota 
State Art Society was held in the Duluth 
Public Library during March. An exhibit 
from the Minnesota Historical Society, of 
Indian relics, old documents and the like, 
was shown. 


The librarian and children’s librarian 
were members of a committee of the Parent 
Teachers’ Association, appointed to compile | 
a list of books for children. The lists are | 
being published in the Sunday edition of the | 
Duluth News-Tribune. 


A demonstration of repairing damaged 
books was given at the West Duluth branch 
for the purpose of instructing school chil-— 
dren in the preservation of books. 


Grand Rapids—According to the annual 
report of the library, there were 350 bor- | 
rowers from rural districts, 175 packages 
and boxes were sent out to individuals in | 
the country and 105 traveling libraries were | 
sent to schools in District No. 1. | 


Hibbing—The exhibit of the State Art | 
Society was on display “at the library in 
April and was visited by an average of 200 | 
persons daily. 


Appreciation of the service rendered by 
the library was shown by a letter from a | 
student at a Normal School asking for a 
book which he remembered using while he | 
was working in the mines at Hibbing. 


International Falls—The public library has 
made a contract with the county school 
board for service to the rural schools of the | 
county, which will turn over their books and | 
book fund to the library. The County Com— | 
missiOners have made an appropriation of | 
$300 to cover transportation and expense of | 
rural service and expect to make a levy for 
library purposes in July. 


Kenyon—The library has received a set of | 
Bret Harte’s works in 25 v. from Arthur | 
Larwick. 


Leroy—The Ladies’ Library Association, 
which was responsible for the founding of 
the Public Library, has undertaken a series 
of teas for the benefit of the library. 


LeSueur—The question of a library tax | 
was submitted to a vote at the spring elec— 
tion but failed to receive the necessary two- | 
thirds majority, although there were 375 
~otes in favor and 258 against it. The Mon- 
day club which has maintained the library 
for 20 years has decided to continue to keep 
the library open as long as their funds last. 


Litchfield—A benefit tea was given at the 
home of Mrs. T. F. McClure which netted | 
the library $30. The program consisted | 
of piano numbers by Mrs. C. H. March and 
readings by Miss Angell. A new table will 


be purchased for the children’s room. 


Mankato—The council has added $1,000 
to the library appropriation. | 
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The librarian gave a talk at a recent 
meeting of the Kiwanis Club and distribute 
booklets containing lists of books of interest 
to men and information about the library, 
done in Kiwanis colors. 

The annual report shows a fifty per cent 
increase in circulation for the vear. Branches 
were established in three ward schools, and 
the Garden City school has been served 
through contract. 


Minneapolis—The Edward M. and Effie R. 
Johnson Foundation, created by the be 
quests of Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, has given 
$5,000 in Liberty Bonds to the Publie 
library and $5,000 to the Athenaeum. 
The income from these bonds will be used 
for the purchase of books. Mr. Johnson 
was formerly a member of the library board. 

A new library branch will be erected in 
South Minneapolis on East Lake Street. The 
building will cost $30,000, which will be 
raised by a bond issue. 


Hospital library service has been extended 
to St. Barnabas hospital and the Swedish 
hospital. 


Nashwauk—The librarian has organized a 
club group of 15 girls in the 8th and 9th 
grades. Weekly meetings will be held, the 
reading programs alternating with physical 
training and sewing. 


Olivia—The Olivia Public Library cele- 
brated its tenth anniversary, April 5th, by a 
tea at the library, when everyone was in- 
vited to come and if possible bring a book 
as a birthday gift. 


Owatonna—The library board made a re- 
quest for $2,000 from the county commis- 
sioners, suggesting three possibilities: (1) 
For $1,000, the free use of the library by 
individuals; (2) for $1,500, the continuance 
of traveling library stations in town com- 
munities in addition to (1); (3) for $2,000, 
the development of agencies throughout the 
county. 

The commissioners granted only $1,000, 
and letters have been sent to rural agencies 
announcing that owing to the limited ap- 
propriation. all books must be recalled from 
county stations, that no more collections 
can be sent for circulation in rural com- 
munities until the appropriation is increased. 
Any resident of Steele County, however, 
may register at the Owatonna Public Library 
and have the same privileges that residents 
of the city enjoy. Books may be ordered 
by mail for individual use. 


Delegations from rural districts are plan- 
ning to appear before the county commis- 
sioners and ask for the increased appro- 
priation. 


The Commercial Club through its Im- 
provement Commission is putting on a 
campaign for books. Nearly 350 members 
have joined the library club and many fine 


books are coming in besides sums of money. 
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An arrangement is being made whereby 
the Boy and the Girl Scouts will deliver 
pooks to invalids and elderly folk who can- 
not easily get to the library. 


Paynesville—The Booklovers’ Club has 
started a campaign to secure new books for 
the Paynesville Public Library and a num- 
per of gifts of books and money have been 
received. 


Redwood Falls—Recent gifts to the Red- 
wood Falls Public Library have been a 
framed copy of “The Great Wall of China” 
from Dr. W. A. Brand; a Brazil pod, show-- 
ing the peculiar growth of Brazil nuts from 
Mrs. Frank Clague and her mother, sent 
from Washington; and a book by I. N. 
Tompkins, of Redwood Falls, _ entitled, 
Glimpses of the West. 


Rochester—To assist children in outlying 
parts of the city to get books, deposit col- 
lections have been placed in three ward 
schools. The books are wholly under the 
supervision of the library staff and one day 
each week a member of the staff visits the 
building to exchange the books. 


Rush City—The Woman’s Club is organ-— 
izing a drive to furnish the proposed town 
library which is to be installed at the fire— 
men’s hall. 


Rushford—The D. J. Tew Memorial 
Library will be formally dedicated on May 
25, when the donor, Mrs. Steila V. Sprague, 
will be present. 


St. Paul—Since January Ist, the branch 
department has opened four new stations 
for the rural residents of Ramsey County. 
One of the most interesting features of the 
county service is the work at the county 
jail. Once each week an assistant from the 
branch division visits the county jail to 
distribute books among the inmates. There 
are at present between 80 and 90 persons 
in the jail, many of whom show evident 
appreciation of the opportunity for reading. 


An important addition has been made 
recently to the foreign collections of the 


library, consisting of a gift of over 250 
Polish books from the _ Bibliteka’ Unii 
Lubelskiej. A special book—plate has been 


designed for the collection. 


An exhibit of oil paintings by Theodore 
Gilbert Haupt was held in the St. Paul Pub- 
lic Library from April 9 to May 7. 


Mr. Haupt is a St. Paul man only 20 years 
of age, and his pictures, which include both 
portraits and landscapes, show remarkable 
promise, and attracted a large number of 
visitors. The attendance was 1,185. 


An exhibition of book plates designed by 
grade school pupils, is displayed in the Fine 
Arts Room of the St. Paul Public Library. 
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About sixty designs have been submitted, 
showing considerable originality and skill. 
The exhibit has aroused much interest 
among pupils in the art classes. 


On April 19th, Dr. Arnold, of Hamline 
University, spoke before the apprentice 
classes and staff of the St. Paul Public 
Library on “Broadway Plays of 1923.” About 
fifty members of the staff and their friend 
attended this lecture. ; 


Miss Meryl Pederson gave readings from 
modern poets before the apprentice classes 
on Thursday, May 10th. Miss Pederson is 
especially successful in her rendering of 
dialect poems. The class was particularly 
charmed with her interpretation of Augustin 
Daly’s Italian dialect poems. 


The staff of Arlington Hills branch were 
hostesses at a spring party given to the 
librarians of St. Paul, April 12th. A delight- 
ful program of Uncle Remus’ stories and 
Negro spirituals was given by Mr. Hamilton 
and delicious refreshments were served. 


Sleepy Eye—The Dyckman Public Library 
was seriously damaged by fire. The loss 
amounting to about $1,000 was fully covered 
by insurance, but the books were badly 
damaged by water. 


South St. Paul—The South St. Paul Public 
Library celebrated Arbor Day by planting 
three Americar: elm trees on the lots which 
the library board own. The trees were 
planted by the boys in the Agriculture 
Department of the High School. The library 
is also going to have a flower garden this 
summer on a vacant lot near the present 
site of the library. The lot has been a 
general dumping place and an eye-sore to 
the community. The city. hauled several 
loads of black dirt to enrich the soil, the 
ground was put into condition for planting 
and the planting done by the Agriculture 
Department of the High School. The fire— 
men at the nearby station have promised 
their help in watering the garden and the 
librarians are to have charge of the weed-— 
ing and general care of the flowers. 


The library has had several splendid gifts 
of books. Mrs. Rollin Hunt gave the library 
a complete set of Balzac’s works in thirty— 
six volumes, Dr. Joel Green an Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica, the 9th edition, and Dr. 
George Ernest a complete set of Theodore 
Roosevelt, comprising eight volumes. 


The city council has voted to authorize a 
special election to vote on a $75,000 bond 
issue for a library building. 


Winthrop—The Community Club has un- 
dertaken the organization of a _ public 
library and has raised a substantial fund for 
books and maintenance. Miss Baldwin met 
with the club on March 1st and spoke at a 
mass meeting in the city hall. 














SCHOOL LIBRARIES DEPARTMENT 





American Library Association 


School libraries were very thoroughly 
discussed at the American Library Associa-— 
tion 
School librarians will find excellent reports 
in Public Libraries and Library Journal 
and later in the published proceedings of 
the A. L. A. Watch for the papers and 
addresses sure to be printed in various edu- 
cational and library magazines. 


One entire day, Tuesday, was devoted to 
school libraries with a joint session of the 
A. L. A. with the School Libraries Section 
in the evening. Addresses by Mr. Tigert, 
U. S. Commissioner cf Education, himself a 
Southerner, and Mr. Joy Morgan, Editor of 
the Journal of the National Education 
Association gave librarians a realization of 
the wonderful era upon which we have 
entered, a veritable “Educational Renais— 
sance.” The following papers may be bor- 
rowed in typewritten form from the Library 
Division: 

The rural child, our new responsibility, 

Georgie G. McAfee. 
A call to service, by H. B. Sohn. 
Library instruction in schools, by Clara 
E. Howard. 

What constitutes a well balanced high 

school library by Zora Shields. 

Guidance of recreational reading in nor- 

mai schools, by Anna V. Jennings. 
How can the school library stimulate 
civic pride and proper knowledge of 
community privileges and problems? by 
Mary E. Hall. 

Special features of work with schools, by 
Georgie G. McAfee. 

What the library means to the school, by 
Orton Lowe. 


Elementary school libraries by Harriet 
A. Wood. 

School librarians and others interested 

are invited to join the School Libraries 


Section of the A. L. A. by sending 50 cents 
to the secretary-treasurer, Miss Sylvia 
Oakley, High School,.South Bend, Indiana. 
A large number joined at Hot Springs. As 
the school year is just ending a more com-— 
plete account of this meeting will be given 
in September. 


LINCOLN SCHOOL LIBRARY 


Lincoln School Library, Teachers College, 
Columbia University, has an _ unusually 
satisfactory equipment and is under the 
direction of one of the leading school 
librarians, Miss Anne Eaton. A pamphlet 
describing the work of this library taken 


conference at Hot Springs in April. | 
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from Teachers College Record, January, 
1923, is especially valuable in Minnesota 
because it tells of a library used by child- 
ren from the primary grades through high 
school. The Library Division will send this 
pamphlet to any school or library upon 
request. 

The following comments have _ been 
received from superintendents and librar- 
ians. May we hear from others? 


“T have read the little pamphlet from 
cover to cover. It gives me a vision of 
what a library could and should do for a 
school. I think that it is a splendid thing 
to keep on my desk where I can pick it up 
and read it once a month at least. Things 
like this give me new ideas and help to 
keep me out of a rut. Lincoln School 
library is certainly the center of all the 
school activities. Now is the time to be 
thinking of another year. I must make 
plans whereby our school library can better 
serve the pupils and teachers. 


Our little reference room: is used by 
many students each day. They do all of 
their reference work here. The list of 


questions looked up in a day in the Lincoln 
School is a typical list, isn’t it? I am 
thankful that our students can find their 
own answers. It is a great help to me and 
good experience for them.” 


“T was particularly interested in the fact 
that grades 1-12 were housed in the same 
building and used the same library. This 
article contains many helpful suggestions. 
The method of handling illustrative material 
(p. 10), I should think would be very satis- 
factory. The round table discussion and 
story hour (p. 12) are valuable, but would 
require much time. We have a story hour 
in our lecation branch. The suggestions 
under self-government (p. 18) were usable, 
to what extent, depends upon the school. I 
liked the suggestions for instruction in the 
use of the library.”’ 


“T have looked over the pamphlet entitled 
“The Lincoln School Library” and think it 
decidedly worth while. I suspect that 
every iibrary in the state would profit 
through having this on the shelves.” 


“It affords me considerable pleasure, as 
I have had the privilege of visiting this 


school. They are doing a wonderful piece 
of work at that institution. One of their 
greatest assets is their school library. 


They certainly make a splendid use of the 
same. 

The above mentioned pamphlet merely 
gives a person an insight into the pos- 
sibilities of a school library as one of the 
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reat potential factors for the development 
of the child. It seems to me as tho a copy 
of it should be in the hands of every 
jibrarian and the administrative head of 
y school system in Minnesota. 
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“] think there are many good suggestions 
and’I like the idea of giving so many of the 
Jessons on the use of books and the library 
to the sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth 
grades rather than extending the lessons 
through the eleventh and twelfth grades.” 


“T have been tremendously interested in 
the article because of its application to 
many of the problems here and because it 
gives the details of what seems to be an 
jdeal school library. The superintendent 
and I agree on the point that many phases 
the Lincoln School 


of the work done by > 
Library would be quite impossible for a 
large number of the school libraries in 


Minnesota, because of the lack of rooms 
available for library classrooms and con- 
ference rooms, and because there are many 
schools, such as this, in which one librarian 
attempts to care for the needs of more than 
a thousand pupils.” 


MINNESOTA PARENT-TEACHER 
ASSOCIATION 


A very interesting pamphlet has been 
received describing the work of the Parent-— 
Teacher Associations of Minnesota. It 
included a list of books on Child Study pre- 
pared by Mrs. Jennings of St. Paul. The 
Library Division desires to be of service to 
all parents and teachers clubs in their study 
and is in touch with Mrs. Quamme and 
Mrs. Burns, state president and secretary. 





RANGE SCHOOL LIBRARY CLUB 


Saturday was a miserable day—a cold 
rain had set in Friday evening. I really 
expected to see no one from out of town at 
the meeting. The following came: Miss 
Binney of Gilbert, Miss Stratte of Biwabik, 
Miss Lewis of Chisholm, Miss Lyons of 
Eveleth, Miss Logue of Coleraine, Miss 
Prall of Keewatin and five of us from Hib-— 
bing. 

First we had luncheon and then we got 
down to business. We discussed instruc-— 


tion in the care and use of books and 
libraries, budgets, amount’ spent’ for 
periodicals, binding, books suitable for 


young children, reading lists, methods of 
getting teachers to anticipate their refer- 
ence needs, technical periodicals. Miss 
Lyons had brought over her reading and 
periodical lists. At three thirty we were 
still at it. 

We organized: Miss Prali was temporary 
chairman, Miss Mabel Lyons, Eveleth, was 
made President and Miss Beatryce Finn, 
Hibbing, Secretary. We decided to hold 
second Saturday of 


our meetings the 
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October, December, March and May each 
year. Every one was of the opinion that it 
was something -we had long needed, and 
that we retain our membership as individ- 
uals.in the Clara Baldwin Library Club. 
B. A. F. 





NEWS FROM SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


Alden. An excellent list of new books 
was published in the Alden Advance giving 
publicity to the fact that the High School 
Library had boecks of interest to the com- 
munity as well as to the scheol. 


Duluth. Mrs. Warren Greene, with her 
committee, Mrs. R. Hilgedick, Miss Dunlap, 
city librarian, and Miss Lioret, superin- 
tendent of the children’s department, have 
compiled a list of books suitable to be read 
to and by childron, a movement sponsored 
by the Parent-Teachers’ federation of the 
city. These lists are made by grades, eight 
in number and are to be distributed free by 
the organization and may be obtained at 
the library. Complete lists will be pub-— 
lished in the Sunday edition of The Duluth 
News Tribune, one list appearing each Sun- 
day on the book page in the magazine sec— 
tion. 


Miss Alice Foster, high school librarian, 
has gone abroad for the summer. 


Faribault. Following a remarkable piece 
of library work in connection with the 
children of McKinley school, Miss Julia M. 
Kink, the librarian, asked Mrs. Willis 
Whitson, the teacher who directed the 
work, for a report of the results accomp- 
lished. 


Mrs. Whitson prepared the following 
report which was received and warmly 
commended by the board of trustees at 
their regular monthly meeting Monday 
evening. Her report follows: 


About December 1, 1922, I carried to my 
reading classes volumes of myths, legends, 
fairy stories, nature and history stories. A 
reading contest was then instituted, every 
reading being recorded in the book records 
maintained for the. respective classes. 
Gold stars were to be awarded to the ten 
pupils of each class having the highest 
record of books read. In addition a flag 
was to be awarded to the class having the 
highest record as a whole. The findings 
from the records at the end of five weeks 
were as follows: Two classes, fourth and 
fifth grades, 40 pupils all told had read from 
the public library 226 voiumes. To this 
may be added about 40 more readings of 
such books as Beautiful Joe, Black Beauty 
and similar volumes that I already had on 
the library table from my own home. 

January 23 my second selection of books 
from the public library was taken up. This 
time my .choice was of a very different 
nature for we had acquired a joy in read- 
ing—it no longer was a task that needed to 














be spurred on by gold stars or flags. This 
assignment contained volumes on informa-— 
tion relative to making clocks, clothes, 
shoes, pencils, pens, dishes, glass, etc., 
nature books containing valuable informa-— 
tion about animals in field and forest, birds 
of every kind, and flowers of every kind and 
hue; history books containing enough of 
real facts to be called histories, also books 
of a geographical nature carrying the child 
into many lands; books on mining and the 
making of metals into useful 
stories of great inventors and stories of 
great Americans. The following list that I 
submit will give you a fair idea of our 
work. In looking over the list you will find 
some with few readings—this is not due to 
lack of interest in the book but vice versa 
—it is so interesting, so full of valuable 


articles, | 


information that the child digests it slowly | 
and in some instances manages to get in a | 
second reading to the disgust of his waiting | 


classmates. 


To the footing 265 books read in six 
weeks might be added a great many more, 
how many I cannot say. The interest runs 
high, so high that twelve children have 
gone to the library and secured cards and 
are reading from the table at school and 
from the library direct. When I began the 
project only two children were availing 
themselves of our public library. In addi- 
tion to the children’s readings of these 
books may be added many readings by the 
parents for the information the book held 
and interest for the grown folks, too. 


Miss Fink, could you have been present 
when the second assignment reached the 
children you would indeed have been very 
glad you were in the library business for 
had I carried in arms full of sugar plums 
to them their manifestations of joy could 
have been no greater. 


Northfield, St. Olaf’s College. Prelimi-— 
nary plans for the new $300,000 library 
huilding for St. Olaf college are now being 
drawn up and will be ready for publication 
in the near future. 


Miss Elizabeth Schmidt, for- 
merly of New Ulm, has been appointed 
school librarian at Owatonna. Miss Maud 
van Buren of the Public Library is to 
supervise the school library work and has 
recently been placed on the school pay roil 
in recognition of her service to the schools. 


Owatonna. 


St. Cloud. Miss Della Mathys, Bayfield, 
Wisconsin, will be teacher-librarian at 
St. Cloud next year. 


St. Paul, Macalester College. Macalester 
College has this year about 150 Freshmen 
meeting in five different sections of 
Rhetoric of which the largest has an enroll-— 
ment of forty students and the smallest, 
twenty-one. It was very simple, then, to 


give library instruction to all the Fresh- 
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men through their sections of English. 
Since all sections meet on Wednesday the 
work for five Wednesdays was planned jn 
advance. On the first Wednesday four of 
the sections met in their regular clags- 
rooms but the fifth section met in the 
library which, as had _ been previously 
announced, was closed to everyone else, 
The other sections met in turn on the gsue- 
ceeding Wednesdays for their instruction, 
Closing the library to all but thirty selecteq 
people necessitated carrying a number of 
reserved books into the chapel which 
adjoins the library and making numerous 
special trips into the library itself during 
the hour it was closed, but it permitted the 
Freshmen to have an hour of lecture and 
laboratory work in the library itself. 


One hour reduced to fifty minutes by the 
ten-minute intermission between classes 
and then reduced to forty or forty-five 
minutes by the confusicn attendant upon 
moving a department from one room to 
another is not a very long time in which to 
instruct a group of people in even the most 
elementary of library principles. In every 
Freshman class there are always a certain 
number whose library experience has been 
nil; hence instruction must begin with the 
rudiments. 


First, then, was taken up the making 
and opening of a book. For practice in the 
latter the library is always glad to furnish 
new books sufficient for each student to 
hold one. With these newly-—opened books 
in their hands it was easy to discuss briefly 
such items as title-page, copyright, bibli- 
ography and index. This naturally led to 
systems of classification and from classifica- 
tion to catalog. The periodical section 
with its indices and the reference section 
with as much comment on particular books 
of reference as time allowed prepared the 
way for the passing out of library assign- 
ment slips when the class was dismissed. 
Each student received a reference question 
with the instruction that he was to look in 
the library not for the answer solely but 
for all possible sources in which he might 
find the answer. These questions were 
made out carefully to cover as many 
reference sources as possible, such as the 
encyclopedias, dictionaries with their special 
departments, Who’s Who, Reader’s guide, 
A. L. A. catalog, anthologies, year books, 
books of quotations, the library catalog, etc. 


Several davs elapsed before a_ second 
day’s recitation period was devoted to 
library work, and for each section it was 
arranged to suit the plan of the instructor 
of that section. In several sections, a day 
on which the weekly themes were due, 
was devoted to the discussion of the library 
assignments. Each student gave orally the 
result of his findings and in some cases 
these reports were added to by other 
students of the class who possessed more 
library information. 
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This is the first year that library instruc- 
tion has been given in this way at 
Macalester College, but the students evinced 
a real interest in the work, many of them 
expressed an appreciation of their gain 
from the instruction, and we feel that it is 
at least a start in the right direction. 

M. M. D. 


St. Paul, Public Library. Continued 
increase in the use of books in the Teach- 
ers’ Collection and the School Collection is 
shown in late reports. In March and April 
3,620 books, adult and juvenile, were issued 
from the desk of the School Division, as 
compared with 3,138 during the correspond- 
ing months of last year, a gain of 15 per 
cent. In the school branches 58,517 books 
were issued, a gain of 6,880 or 11 plus per 


cent. 


There is evidence of the new emphasis 
being placed upon silent reading, with the 
frequest tests to measure speed and compre— 
hension, in the demands for books and 
more books that are being made upon the 
different departments of the school service. 


Attractive library rooms have been pro- 
vided in four new school buildings and 
Library Bureau furniture has been ordered 
for them. 


Slayton. “It is without question that a 
usable library is needed in every town and 
community. It is also needless to say that 
both a first class school and town library 
cannot exist in towns the size of Slayton. 
Furthermore any attempt to separate the 
two would be a useless and unnecessary 
expenditure of money and would lead only 
to the curtailment of each in turn. Since 
we cannot well afford two working libraries 
in Slayton, no efforts should be spared to 
build up the Public School Library and its 
use more generally extended to the public. 


“The Slayton public school library now 
has hundreds of first class reference books 
on its shelves; also hundreds of good 
fiction books available to the school public. 
Every year we add new books to the list to 
meet the demands of juvenile and adult 
minds. This year the output of books to 
date exceeds last year’s output by almost 
a thousand volumes drawn at the same time 
last year. The books are there, well 
catalogued according to best and newest 
methods, and in charge of a competent 
librarian. 


“The only regrettable feature of the 
library today is the fact that like almost 
every other department of our school it is 
cramped into much too small quarters, 
namely one of the original grade cloak 
rooms. This room excludes any reference 
work that pupils might wish to do during 
school hours. There is no room for refer- 


ence work desks or any other kind of desks 
except the librarian’s work table. 
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“Every school library which has to sup- 
ply the demands of a high school with an 
enrollment of 160 students and over 250 
grade students, should have a reading room 
large enough to seat at least twelve people 
and preferably twenty at a time for refer— 
ence reading work. Such a room would 
take up about as much room as one of our 
grades, and the necessary cloak room for 
the same. It should be located on a main 
hallway so that students from both grades 
and high school could have easy access. 


“Last year we conducted a book shower 
for the school library and about 600 buoks 
were donated, many of them excellent 
additions to existing stock. A great deal of 
interest was shown at the time by peuple 
of this community, and the project shuould 
be developed on a more extensive scope. 
Everybody wants a good reading library, so 
why not get back of the school library as a 
community project and by wholehearted 
co-operation bring Slayton what hundreds 
of other communities are now enjoying in 
the way of a Community library conducted 
by the school, the logical place for the 
same as an all community enterprise. A 
for all concerned.”—From Murray County 
Herald. 


Twin Cities. The school librarians met 
in January at the University High School. 
Miss Frances Morehouse of the faculty of 
that school gave a very fine talk on history 
books. In February the group met at the 
Women’s City Club for dinner. Miss Alice 
Haley, State Supervisor of Home Eco- 
nomics, gave a talk on books old and new 
important for home training. Miss Wylle 
B. McNeal, head of the same department at 
the University, also spoke. During School 
Men’s Week in March the librarians met 
with the English and social studies teachers 
at the College of Education. The May 
meeting was held at Blue Bird Inn, 
St. Anthony Park, and a report given of the 
Hot Springs meeting. 


Two Harbors. Magazines which have 
been sent to the High School Library have 
been distributed to rural communities where 
they have been fairly devoured. The 
librarian, Miss Ethel Sauer, is calling for 
more. 


The exhibit and sale of children’s books 
at the County Fair last fall was quite a 
success. These books were sold at cost. 
Orders were taken and about a hundred 
dollars worth were sold. Mrs. Tuttle, 
librarian of the Public Library, took the 
books which were left from the sale and 
sold them at the Public Library at Christ— 
mas time. $125 worth for the first attempt 
is encouraging. 


Winona. State Teachers College. The 
library building at Winona State Teachers 
College was again ready for use after the 
fire at the opening-of the spring term. 





The salvaging of library books damaged 


by the fire has been in progress. It is 
estimated it will require over $5,000 to 
make complete replacement. 


Heretofore the college library has been 
an official depository for all federal publica— 
tions, including volumes of the Congres— 
sional Record, annual governmental reports, 
and similar publications. Limited space 
and the added cost of the care of this 
material have led to the release by the col- 
lege of the depository privilege. 


| School, 1923, formerly reference assistant at 


Many of the government documents Were 
destroyed by the fire. - Those which were 
only slightly damaged have been returned 
to the Washington store rooms. The return 
of the government books will add much to 
the iibrary space. 


Miss Cecile Evans, Pratt Institute Library 


the Des Moines Public Library, has been 
engaged as assistant librarian. 
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